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Wellington Caves is one of the most significant mammal fossil sites in the world 
and contains the largest deposit of Plio-Pleistocene mammal fossils in Australia. A 
great diversity of vertebrate fossils including reptiles, birds and mammals are found 
at Wellington Caves, which is home to many extinct species including Diprotodon 

optatum, a rhinoceros sized wombat. Diprotodon, meaning ‘two forward teeth’ is 
the largest known marsupial to have ever lived. Along with many other members of 
a group of species collectively known as the Australian megafauna, it existed from 
about 1.6 million years ago until extinction some 46,000 years ago.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_megafauna
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EXISTING EXPERIENCE 
It was at Wellington Caves that fossils of Australian marsupials were first discovered in 
1830. When the first bones were discovered, nothing like them had been seen before by 
post-settlement Australia. Eminent scientists of the day, such as Charles Darwin were 
interested in the discoveries made at Wellington Caves. 

Wellington Caves is home to the largest known stalactite in the Southern Hemisphere. It 
is the site of the first significant find of vertebrates in Australia, and the first vertebrate 
deposits to be excavated systematically, which has continued for the past 170 years. 
It was the place where the first evidence was found that the prehistory of Australia 
differed from that everywhere else in the world. 

Today, the Wellington Caves precincts offers a mix of day and overnight visitor options. 
The Cathedral Cave is the largest. Highlights of the cave include the Altar (a 15m tall 
stalagmite), Thunder Cave, Headache Rock and The Well. The Garden Cave contains 
large amounts of stalactites, cave coral, flowstone and helictites. 

The Phosphate Mine was a functioning mine during World War 1 and was closed in 
1918. It was renewed and reopened as a tourist attraction in 1995. The Phosphate Mine 
tour takes visitors through mine shafts and showcases areas visited by numerous 
palaeontologists who uncovered Australian megafauna fossils. Other offerings at 
Wellington Caves include a variety of accommodation, café, fossil trail and a precinct 
guided walking tour.  

WELLINGTON CAVES 
Wellington Caves are located 8 km south of Wellington. Wellington is located at the 
junction of the Macquarie and Bell Rivers. The town is 362 kilometres from Sydney on 
the Great Western and Mitchel Highways. The area is part of the traditional lands and 
Country of the Wiradjuri People. Wellington is steeped in mining history and is known 
for agriculture production. It is also known for tranquil gardens and a beautiful lake. 
Other activities that can be enjoyed are bushwalking and mountain biking in the Mount 
Arthur Reserve.
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CREATING A SIGNATURE EXPERIENCE
Wellington Caves has recently received, through a Stronger Communities funding grant, 
nearly $3.8 million in State Government funding, to help redesign and improve several 
areas of the current product offering. A Wellington Caves Concept Masterplan has been 
created, which outlines a range of proposed upgrades; one of which is the development 
of a new playground in a parkland setting. To leverage this investment there are a 
number of important strategies to be considered to ensure the creation of a remarkable 
experience. They include:

• Design the new playground to be something truly remarkable and a game changer 
project for Wellington Caves and the region. The playground can be created to 
reflect the development framework of time, outlined in the Wellington Caves 
Interpretive Plan. Here are some examples of the best playgrounds in the world.

• The region’s current marketing activity is focused on families; through its Great 
Western Plains: Great Big Adventures positioning. The playground concept is a 
natural fit with this audience and if developed to its full potential will become a 
complementary bookend to the region’s other major visitor attraction - Taronga 
Western Plains Zoo.

• Consider the potential to attract additional funding through public and private 
sector partnerships. For example, investigate a partnership with a company such 
as Lego. Lego is the world’s most valuable toy company. Their focus is not just on 
selling more ‘bricks’ to more kids. The Lego mission is about education as well as 
creativity. It’s about problem solving, collaboration, acquiring skills that will help 
kids to be stronger and more successful in the world. They believe they have an 
important role to play in the lives of children in terms of their development. Lego 
regard building partnerships, based on mutual value creation, as a fundamental 
strategy for the LEGO Group to meet the challenges and complexity brought 
forward by globalisation and digitalisation. A partnership with both Wellington Caves 
and the Australian Museum could provide Lego with a significant, highly-engaged 
audience in the Australian market.

• Creating remarkable content that brings the story of Wellington Caves to life in an 
engaging way. Developing remarkable content to share through the website via 
social media and third-party organisations for marketing purposes, such as DNSW 
and Dubbo Regional Council’s marketing of the Great Western Plains. 

Kitt Bennett uses a paint bucket and roller to make his 
artwork look like it’s fallen from the sky.

Kitt Bennett’s squid mural as seen from above.  
On the ground it creates a myriad of unique images

https://www.ellaslist.com.au/articles/the-very-best-playgrounds-in-the-world

