
PILLIGA TO THE STARS

THE WONDER OF GONDWANA
A Journey into Ancient Australia

MULTI-SITE ACTIVATION PROJECT PROFILE

The Warrumbungle region is the place where the Wonders of 

Gondwana – A Journey into Ancient Australia meets the night sky. 
It is home to some outstanding experiences that each immerse 
visitors in Country NSW by day or by night, including Warrumbungle 
National Park, Siding Springs, Crystal Kingdom, Pilliga National Park, 
Sculptures in the Scrub and Pilliga Pottery. However, if brought 
together, they would create a truly unique multi-day and night 
experience to delight visitors to the region.
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EXISTING EXPERIENCES 
The Warrumbungle Shire Council area is home to many ancient riches. This includes 
locations and experiences such as Pilliga National Park and Forest, which showcases 
amazing rock art and stories of the Aboriginal people and their culture. It offers self-
guided or guided tour along the Sandstone Caves walking track to see the ancient 
Aboriginal rock art and the renowned Sculptures in the Scrub located in Timmallallie 
National Park. Of course, there is also the much-loved Pilliga Pottery. Coonabarabran is 
the stargazing capital of Australia, located on the edge of the Warrumbungle National 
Park, the first Dark Sky Park in Australia. The Park boast an award-winning visitor centre 
and bushwalks including the Breadknife and Grand High Tops walk, regarded as one 
of the best walks in NSW. Siding Springs Observatory offers tours and the opportunity 
to learn more about and be in awe of the majesty and timelessness of the night sky. A 
geotrail project is currently in progress around Warrumbungle National Park.

When searching Trip Advisor, the following products and experiences received 4.5-star 
ratings: Warrumbungle National Park, Siding Springs; Crystal Kingdom; Pilliga National 
Park; Sculptures in the Scrub; and Pilliga Pottery.

WARRUMBUNGLE SHIRE 
The main town of the Warrumbungle Shire is Coonabarabran. Coonabarabran is located 
approximately 495 km north west of Sydney and 705 Km south west of Brisbane The 
Shire is traversed by the Newell Highway touring route and Warrumbungle mountain 
range and Warrumbungle National Park. Built on agricultural pursuits with the early 
establishment of wool growing and beef cattle production followed by cereal cropping, 
today it is also home to a burgeoning vine growing and horticultural industry. 
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Spring Sidings Observatory - All images supplied by Dubbo Regional Council

Macanbar Emu Farm, Gilgandra

Current Geological Survey of NSW Geotrail Projects
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Gular Water Tower, Coonamble
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The road from Coonabarabran to Warrumbungle National Parks - Gateway Sculptures 
Photos: Destination Marketing Store

Aviation Centre, Narromine

Wetlands Centre, Warren
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Sandstone Caves, Pilliga

CREATING SIGNATURE EXPERIENCES
There are three projects that have been identify that could elevate and evolve 
Warrumbungle region to support and reposition the destination as a 24-hour ultimate 
landscape gallery.  

• Engaging and involving the local community to create more sculptures or artwork.
Leverage the gateway sculptures that already adorn gateways on the road from 
Coonabarabran to the entrance of the Warrumbungle National Park. The concept 
is to elevate the idea to the next level by creating a community arts program. The 
program would be designed to invite locals and community organisations to design 
and erect more sculptures at gateways of local properties or in community spaces 
and places. The program funding categories could be developed around the Wonder 
of Gondwana themes: Fish to Footprints, Riches of the Earth and Sites of Cultural 
Significance. 
Sculptures are another way to create interest in the destination. Even though this 
concept is on a smaller-scale, sculptures located in natural settings capture the 
imagination of visitors. For example, Bondi Beach to Tamarama in Sydney and 
Cottesloe Beach in Western Australia showcase sculptures at the annual Sculptures 
by the Sea exhibition that attracts thousands of visitors each year. 

• Consider utilising technology to create innovation in interpretation. Investigate 
best technology options, taking into consideration the use of apps, QR codes and/
or augmented reality (AR) to showcase and tell the story of each sculpture and the 
artist through images, AR and a location map for the sculptures.  
From a marketing perspective, the sculptures provide ‘Insta-gram-able’ moments for 
the visitor to share with their friends, opportunities to tell the story of the sculptures 
as well as the people and characters of the region. It would highlight the Wonders of 
Gondwana and the night sky.

• Create remarkable content that brings the Warrumbungle area’s story to life. 
Using video to build awareness of the region and creating engaging content and 
innovative ways to interpret the region’s stories. Content could include profiling local 
characters, working with the local Aboriginal communities and appropriately telling 
their stories and profiling the stories and people behind the sculptures.

• Consider developing workshops and masterclasses and create an opportunity for 
the local community to showcase their knowledge and for visitors to have more 
immersive and personalised experiences. Following are some amazing examples 
of workshops. This could be anything from crystal healing workshop to a fossil dig 
experience or a Pilliga Pottery workshop or a Sculpture making workshop.

• Identify funding sources and partnerships to implement the plan, for example  
Create NSW for funding the sculpture community arts program or working with 
the DNCO to identify product and experience development training and capability 
building opportunities or support content creation.


